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Artist Statement

My art prominently features the theme of people’ s
daily life in a narrative way. Selfie Series is about the
selfie phenomenon among the young generation,
Subway Series presents different subway scenes in
the New York metropolitan area, and the current on-
going Country Love series restores the country life in
Northeast of China. In my sculptures, | try to express
my love for life and my faith in humanity through
conveying the interest and vitality of people’s daily
life in humorous and realistic style. | consider myself
a storyteller, solidifying an ongoing segment of the
story scene into tableaux and inserting corresponding
interest and thinking into it. By putting “people”
under my spotlight, | focus on the shaping of each
character’ s personality and details. Each scene in the
work is a stage, and each character has his own audi-
ences and the world.

Relationship of two-dimensional images and three-di-
mensional sculptures is of interest to me, so | adopt
relief for most of my works with resin, making them a
combination of paintings and sculptures in some way.
Relief is a suitable format to present the space, to
provide better concentrated experience, and to
engage the viewer in an unfolding narrative. The ex-
ploration of perspective in relief appeals to me, that
is, how to use perspective and color to express the
sense of infinite depth of space in the compressed re-
liefs. In this way, I’ m playing a little game using
compressed spatial volume to make some illusion,
which is different from the traditional three-dimen-
sional sculptures. In addition, | often apply features
of classic painting in terms of the composition and
some stage-set approaches in my works.



Country Love Series

“Country Love” is a series of color reliefs with the theme of daily life in rural
areas in northeast China. In this series of sculptures, Jiannan Wu presents the
"people" and "objects" in contemporary rural China from different angles to
show the country culture in northeast China, especially the changes and new
social relations out of the collision between foreign pop culture and the local tra-
ditional customs, and the anxiety about the localism and identity since the
1990s.

Due to the special geographical features and history, northeast China has its
unique landscape and cultural phenomena. Its plain, passionate, and humorous
lifestyle, customs and language is beyond the region and popular in the whole
nation. Jiannan Wu was born and grew up in northeast China, so he was im-
mersed in this unique culture since his childhood. He was especially influenced
by some performing arts such as sketch comedy and TV shows with northeast
characteristics. In this series of works, referring to some classic characters from
those comedy and TV shows, Jiannan Wu depicts vivid scenes of daily life, which
contains the collective memory shared by the people of northeast China. In these
narrative sculptures, Jiannan Wu solidifies an ongoing segment of the story
scene into tableaux and inserts certain spice and thinking into it, conveying the
life interest and vitality contained in the northeast rural culture with humorous
and realism style. This series shows the enthusiasm, "black soil sentiment" and
"local sentiment” of the northeastern people, highlights the aesthetic value and
cultural value behind this lifestyle, and expresses the sculptor’s belief and love in
the beauty of living and human nature.

Made of resin and wood and colored with acrylic, this series of work is presented
in small sized high relief with frames. Relief is a suitable format to present the
space, to provide better concentrated experience, and to engage the viewer in
an unfolding narrative. Some of the works have LED lighting projected internally
to enhance the dramatic tension and sculptural nature. The black shadow box,
mounted like a picture, is not only a method and tool for the presentation of the
work, but also a part of the scene. It guides and limits the vision of the viewer, as

if he sees the world through the eyes of others, and is also a symbol of "memory".

The exploration of perspective in relief is also of interest to Jiannan Wu, that is,
how to use perspective and color to express the sense of infinite depth of space
in the compressed reliefs. In this way, Jiannan Wu is playing a little game using
compressed spatial volume to make some illusion, which is different from the
traditional three-dimensional sculptures. By putting “people” under his spot-
light, Jiannan Wu focuses on the shaping of each character’ s personality and
details. Each scene in the work is a stage, and each character has his own audi-
ences and the world.
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Country Love: On My Way, 2020

Acrylic on resin, metal and wood, 10X 11X 2.5 inches



Country Love: Gang War, 2020 Trilogy II, 2020

Acrylic on resin ,metal and wood, 14X 14 X5 inches Acrylic on resin ,metal and wood, 8 X 10X 3.4 inches



Trilogy 1 ,2020

Acrylic on resin and wood, 9X 12X 4 inches



Trilogy Ill, 2020 Country Love: Big Show, 2020

Acrylic on resin, wood and metal, 8 X 10X 3.7 inches Acrylic on resin, wood and LED light, 7X9X 3 inches



Country Love: Classmate Reunion, 2020

Acrylic on resin and wood, 9X9X 3 inches



Country Love: Village Beauty, 2020

Acrylic on resin and wood, 9X7 X3 inches



Country Love: New Look, 2019 Country Love: My Daughter Will Not Marry Your Son, 2020
Acrylic on resin, wood and LED light, 8 X6 X 2.5 inches Acrylic on resin, wood and LED light, 6 X8X 2.5 inches



Country Love: Losing Weight Hurts, 2019

Acrylic on resin, wood and LED light, 6 X8 2.5 inches



Country Love: Welcome the County Clerk, 2019

Acrylic on resin and wood, 9X 11X 2.5 inches



Country Love: That’s All Your Fault, 2019

Acrylic on resin, wood and LED light, 6 X8X2.75 inches



Country Love: I’'m Telling You..., 2019

Acrylic on resin, wood and LED light, 8 X6 X 2.5 inches



Country Love: Village Governor, 2019 Country Love: Afternoon, 2019

Acrylic on resin, wood and LED light, 5X7X2.75 inches Acrylic on resin and wood, 7 X5 X 2.75 inches



Graduation, 2019

Acrylic on resin and wood, 10X 10X 1.75 inches



Commission, 2020

Acrylic on resin, metal and wood, 9X 11X 2.5 inches



The Curious Case (F4)2ZJik), 2018
Acrylic on resin, wood 16”x19”x4”

Subway Series

For the pieces in this series,Jiannan Wu attempts to utilize
the narrative techniques of realism to describe the
ordinary lives of people in contemporary urban settings.
The New York subwaysystem is a microcosm of the world:
passengers fromvarious countries and ethnic backgrounds
speaking avariety of languages, belonging to a variety of
jobs andoccupations, each carrying their own stories, step
into anarrow train car. They come into the truest sense of
contact with each other. They occupy the same space for
but a brief moment, moving together before going their
separate ways. After getting off the train, perhaps these
people of a serendipitous encounter will never come
together again; and perhaps those who have come
together again and again, sharing a commute along the
same path,will become familiar strangers. Or perhaps with
a fatefulchance they will break this estrangement and walk
intoeach other’s lives.

The Subway Series brings forth the culture of theAmerican
metropolis through the eyes of a young sculp-tor hailing
from Asia. Jiannan Wu infuses the forms oftraditional
sculpture with vibrant images of contemporaryurban life,
borrowing the style of mid-century Europeanrelief while
employing the techniques of stage backgroundand the
composition methods of traditional illustration.Among
this series of sculptural works, variously scaledand
portraying the New York subway, each scene is repletewith
dramatic tension and a sense of conflict, allowing the
viewer to sense this city’s vibrancy and endless possibili-
ties. The sculptor hopes that through such a Metroland, he
may present what he sees as the raucous restlessness and
the exuberant vitality of urban life.
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The Curious Case (# 41 Z ), 2018

Acrylic on resin, metal and wood, 16 x 19 x 4 inches






42nd Street Station, 2018
Painted resin, metal 42” x9.5” x 3”

1 P




42nd Street Station, 2018
Painted resin, metal 42” x9.5” x 3”




New York New York, 2016
Resin, 60 x 51 x 11 inches




Chaos, 2019
Acrylic on resin, wood and LED light, 8 X6X2.75 inches



Franklin Station, 2018

Acrylic on resin, wood and metal, 12.75 x 22.5 x 10 inches



Franklin Station, 2016
Painted resin, wood, metal and LED light, 12.75 x 22.5 x 10 inches



Subway Entrance, 2018 Subway on MetroCard, 2017
Acrylic on resin, 4.13 x 4.13 x 1.57 inches Resin on MetroCard, 3.4 x 2.1 x 0.5 inches



Newport Station, 2017
Acrylic on resin, wood, light bulb 14” x 28” x 11”7




Y Train, 2017 Z Train, 2015
Carrara marble 17” x 26.5” x 4.25” Ceramic, watercolor, wood, metal, canvas 11”7 x 25” x 6”



Selfie Series

Selfies have become a popular and near universal phe-
nomenon in contemporary society, especially among
younger generations. Individuals often pose with ges-
tures and facial expressions that they think would be
perfect before the camera, and after snapping a picture,
they retouch and filter before posting on social media.
Some even go further, either paying a hefty price tag or
ruining the environment to make the perfect background
in their photos. Uniting these people is a desire to por-
tray an ideal life to the internet public; however, most of
these selfies are not accurate portrayals of the real life
that these young people live day to day. They are a false
image, and to some degree reflect the dearth of both
face-to-face interactions and confidence in this genera-
tion. They follow blindly, escape from the self, and
pursue the "collective self". Thus, this seemingly common
phenomenon is in fact deviant and abnormal behavior.

By using a fisheye lens on original selfie photographs to
exaggerate each figure’ s expressions and bodily ges-
tures, this collection subverts the idealized selves as the
individuals had originally intended. Contrary to their
original desires, the individuals are instead uglified to a
certain extent, producing a strong visual impact with an
ironic and comedic effect.
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Selfie InstaCouple, 2017

Acrylic on resin, wood, plastic 14”x 14" x 77



Selfie Dennis, 2016
Acrylic on resin, wood, plastic 14" x 14" x 7”



Selfie Kelly, 2016
Acrylic on resin, wood, plastic 14" x 14" x 7”



Selfie Wendy, 2016
Acrylic on resin, wood, plastic 14”x 14" x 77



Selfie Quanhai, 2014 Selfie Xianda, 2014
Acrylic on resin, wood, plastic 14” x 14” x 77 Acrylic on resin, wood, plastic 14” x 14” x 7”



Biography of
Jiannan Wu

Jiannan Wu, born in 1990 in Dalian, China, is an artist specializing
in sculpture. He is the Elected Member of American National
Sculpture Society, member of American Medallic Sculpture Asso-
ciation, and World Economic Forum Global Shaper of Dalian Hub.
Jiannan Wu received his BFA Degree in Sculpture from China
Academy of Art and his MFA Degree in Sculpture from New York
Academy of Art. Through formats of relief and diorama, Jiannan
Wu presents the theme of contemporary urban life in a realism
and narrative way.

Jiannan Wu is the recipient of the Elizabeth Greenshields Founda-
tion grant, winner of 2017 Dexter Jones Award presented by
American National Sculpture Society, winner of Compleat Sculp-
tor Award, and other awards. He is selected as 2020 AACYF Top
30 Under 30 presented by All America Chinese Youth Federation.
His work is recognized as The Best Original Sculpture in 2019 by
Sculpture Magazine of China. In addition, he was selected for
Terra Foundation Residency in Giverny France 2015, ABC Stone
Carrara Merit Award Residency in Italy 2016, and West Notting-
‘66 Artist-in-Residence 2019 . His
works have also been displayed on numerous exhibitions at re-

ham Academy Eric Fischl

nowned venues such as Accesso Gallery in Italy, Gallery Poulsen
and Art Herning in Denmark, the Sotheby’ s, Art Miami, and
Southampton Arts Center in America, Chongqging Contemporary
Art Museum in China, etc. Jiannan Wu was interviewed by China
Central Television international channel (CCTV) and American Si-
noVision. His works and art achievements have been published
on The New York Times, The China Press, People” s Daily China,
The Paper, Hi-Fructose Magazine, T(here) Magazine, Artrepre-
neur, etc. Jiannan Wu currently works and lives in the New York
City.
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JJANNAN WU

Artist
Elected Member of National Sculpture Society

WWW.jiannanwu.com
jlannanwuartist@gmail.com

Member of American Medallic Sculpture Association +(718)724-4900
World Economic Forum Global Shaper, Dalian Hub

SOLO EXHIBITIONS

2020 Collisions, Time Arts Gallery, New York, New York

2020 Reliefs, Joseph R. and Paul W. Gates Gallery, West Nottingham Academy, Colora, Maryland
2018 Metroland, Amerasia Bank Art Gallery, New York, New York

GROUP EXHIBITIONS

2020

2019

2018

2017

Apocalypse Now--New Art from New York and Other Places, Gallery Poulsen, Copenhagen, Danmark
Artists for Artists, New York Academy of Art, New York, New York

2020 Vision, Southampton Arts Center, Southampton, New York

Future Art Awards, MOZAIK Philanthropy, Virtual Exhibition

Summer Exhibition 2020, New York Academy of Art, Online Exhibition

Creative Distancing, Art Museum of South Texas, Beaumont, Texas

Recent Works by Elected Sculptor Members, National Sculpture Society, Online Exhibition

Works In Progress: Sculpture Created in Self-Isolation, National Sculpture Society, Online Exhibition
The Politics of Home, Vacant Museum, Online Exhibition

Exhibition and Silent Auction featuring artworks of Jiannan Wu and his Whittle Students, Whittle School & Studios,
Shenzhen, China

The 13th National Exhibition of Fine Arts, Chongqing Contemporary Art Museum, Chongging, China
Go Figure, Bushwick Open Studios, Brooklyn, New York

Aestas, Dacia Gallery, New York, New York

Summer in Manhattan, CHENG Gallery, New York, New York

Summer Exhibition, Wilkinson Gallery, New York, New York

We All Belong, The Church of the Heavenly Rest, New York, New York

Cross-Cultural Practice, New York City College of Technology, New York, New York

Zen In the Spring, North America Fuzhi Foundation Gallery, New York, New York

Phantasmagoria, New York Academy of Art, New York, New York

Optimism, EFA Project Space, New York, New York

Take Home A Nude, The Sotheby’s, New York, New York

Members’ Invitational Exhibition, National Sculpture Society, Online Exhibition

Emerging, Elizabeth Foundation for the Arts, New York, New York

Artspace X New York Academy of Art, Artspace, Online Exhibition

DRAW, Sugarlift, New York, New York

New York State of Mind--Art America Dalian 2018, X Gallery, Dalian, China

Summer Exhibition, Flowers Gallery, New York, New York

Texture Temperature Weight--AMSA Member Exhibition, Medialia Gallery, New York, New York

Season Opening, Accesso Galleria, Pietrasanta, Italy

Motorgate Gallery Opening, Motorgate Atrium, New York, New York

New Youth: China-America Young Artists Exhibition, Metropolitan Pavilion, New York, New York
Beyond Figuration--Art America Beijing 2018, Chengxi Contemporary Art Center, Beijing, China

Power of Silence, Art Lines Gallery, Hackensack, New Jersey

The Drawing Exhibit, Clubhouse Gallery, West Hartford, Connecticut
Take Home a Nude, Sotheby’s New York, New York

Single Fare 4, Highline Stages, New York, New York

Materials Matters Sculpture Show, Accesso Gallery, Pietrasanta, Italy

2016

2015

2014
.

2013
.
.
.

2012
.

Season Opening, Accesso Gallery, Pietrasanta, Italy

Carrara Residency Merit Award Celebration, ABC Stone, New York, New York
WAVELENGTH I, The Hole Gallery, New York, New York

Emerging Artist 2017, Clubhouse Gallery, West Hartford, Connecticut

Picturing the Unprintable, Flux Factory, New York, New York

Graduate 2016, Gallery Poulsen, Copenhagen, Denmark

MFA National Competition Winner Exhibition, First Street Gallery, New York, New York

Tenth Annual Summer Exhibition, Flowers Gallery, New York, New York

MFA Thesis Exhibition 2016, New York Academy of Art, New York, New York

Giverny Residency Exhibition, New York Academy of Art, New York, New York

Rover 2016 Art Show, Starr Space Gallery, New York, New York

The Westminster Kennel Club 140" Annual Dog Show, Pier 92/94, New York, New York

Cross-Culture Dialogue: Sino-American Art Students Exhibition, Jacob K. Javits Convention Center, New York, New York
“RE-", Flux Factory Gallery, New York, New York

Deck the Walls, Wikinson Gallery, New York, New York

Fall Small Works Salon Show, Greenpoint Gallery, New York, New York

Breaking the Ice, New York Academy of Art, New York, New York

En Las Periferias/ In the Peripheries, New York Academy of Art, New York, New York

China Academy of Art Graduation Exhibition, China Academy of Art Gallery,

Hangzhou, China

China Academy of Art Sculpture Exhibition, China Academy of Art Gallery, Hangzhou, China
EXISTENCE—Department of Sculpture Optional Exhibition, Hangzhou, China
China Academy of Art PER—Design Sculpture Exhibition, China Academy of Art Gallery, Hangzhou, China

Welding Sculpture Exhibition, China Academy of Art, Hangzhou, China

ART FAIR

2020
2019
2019
2019
2018
2017
2016

Art Xiamen Online Fair

Art Miami, The Art Miami Pavilion, Miami, Florida

Art Shenzhen, Shenzhen Convention and Exhibition Center, Shenzhen, China
Art New York, Pier 94, New York, New York

Art Miami, The Art Miami Pavilion, Miami, Florida

Art Herning, MCH Herning Congress Center, Herning, Denmark

Accessible Art Fair New York, The National Arts Club, New York, New York

CURATED EXHIBITIONS
2018 New York State of Mind--Art America Dalian 2018, X Gallery, Dalian, China
2018 Beyond Figuration--Art America Beijing 2018, Chengxi Contemporary Art Center, Beijing, China

RESIDENCIES

2019

2019
2016
2016
2015

West Nottingham Academy Eric Fischl ‘66 Artist-in-Residence Teaching Program,
Colora, Maryland

Whittle School & Studios Residency, Shenzhen, China

Con Artist Winter Residency, New York, New York

ABC Stone Carrara Merit Award Residency, Carrara, Italy

Terra Foundation Residency for American Art, Giverny, France

AWARDS/HONORS

2020
.
(]

The Best Original Sculpture in 2019 for work “The Curious Case”, Sculpture Magazine of China
Special Mention for work “New York New York”, MOZAIK Future Art Awards



2019

2017

2016

2020 AACYF Top 30 under 30, All America Chinese Youth Federation

Best of Show Award for work “Country Love: New Look”, Creative Quarterly 59 Competition
Winner for work “Country Love: That’s All Your Fault”, Creative Quarterly 59 Competition
Runner-Up for work “Graduation”, Creative Quarterly 59 Competition

Winner, “Dalian Gift”--The first Dalian Cultural Creativity and Tourism Souvenir Competition
Finalist, 14th International Art Renewal Center Salon Competition
Grantee, The Elizabeth Greenshields Foundation Grant

2017 Dexter Jones Award by National Sculpture Society

Winner, MFA National Competition

Compleat Sculptor Award

Finalist, IMAGINE: the Genesis Prize Design Competition

Nominee, Outstanding Student Achievement in Contemporary Sculpture Award
Curator Selected Award, Cross Cultural Dialogue: Sino-American Art Students Exhibition

Runner-up, Small Works Salon Show
Runner-up, the Westminster Kennel Club 140" Annual Dog Show Poster Contest

Bronze Award, China Academy of Art Graduation Exhibition

Finalist, the Third Chinese University Art Exhibition

“Jiannan Wu: Collisions: Artist Solo Show Opens in Time Arts Gallery in New York”, Art China, November 28, 2020
Friend of The Artist, Volume 12, 2020
BLANK Magazine, September 2020 Issue
EcoTheo Review, Autumn 2020 Issue
Creative Quarterly, Issue 59, 2020
“The Next Generation--Jiannan Wu: Set Stages”, Vacant Museum, 2020
“Interview with New York-based sculptor Jiannan Wu”, Dominique Musorrafiti, China Underground, September 2,
2020
“9 Questions with Jiannan Wu”, Al-Tiba9 Contemporary Art, July 30, 2020
“Be True to Yourself and Be Sincere to Your Creation, NYC-based Sculptor Jiannan Wu”, Li Tang, May 20, 2020
International Realism--14th International ARC Salon, 2020
Along Magazine, 2020 Spring Issue
“Win 2019 Canada The Elizabeth Greenshields Foundation Grant, Artists of the Week”, He Zong , The Paper, May 6,
2019
--reposted by Phoenix Art
“Young and Promising! New York based Chinese Sculptor Jiannan Wu,a post-90s, Won the Art Award”, The China
News, April 26, 2019
--reposted by Sina News and Sohu News
“New York based Chinese Sculptor Jiannan Wu,a post-90s, Won the Art Award”, The China Press, April 25, 2019
--reposted by Overseas Chinese Network, Southeast Net, Rose News, and KKNews,
“2019 Canada The Elizabeth Greenshields Foundation Offer the Grant to Jiannan Wu”, Art China, April 24, 2019
--reposted by Artron
“Chinese Artist Jiannan Wu Received 2019 Canada The Elizabeth Greenshields Foundation Grant”, Artife, April 23,
2019

--reposted by CCARTD, Art Express, and Renmin Ribao
“Chinese Artist Jiannan Wu Reproducing New York Subways By His Sculptures”, Yangcheng Evening News, January 20,
2019
“Presenting The City in His Sculptures--The New York Subway in Artist Jiannan Wu'’s Sculptures”, The China Press, Nov
16, 2018
“Jiannan Wu Skillfully Sculpture The New York Subway”, World Journal, Nov 18, 2018
--reposted by Yahoo News
“Jiannan Wu Sculpture Exhibition--The Chinese Sculpture Show of the New York Subway”, World Journal, Nov 17,
2018
“How It Looks Like in Artist's Eyes of The New York Subway Carrying 5 Million Riders Everyday?”
http://www.usocctn.com/archives/16014, Nov 18, 2018

“Metroland--Jiannan Wu'’s Sculpture Solo Exhibition opens at Amerasia Bank Art Gallery in New York”, CCARTS, Nov
19, 2018

“Chinese Young Artist’s Solo Exhibition Opens in Flushing”, The China Press, Nov 18, 2018

“Jiannan Wu's Relief Sculptures Offer Urban Scenes”, Hi Fructose, May 17, 2018

“Sculptor Jiannan Wu on Pursuing an Art Career in New York”, Artrepreneur, April 12, 2018

“Jiannan Wu, Young 27-Year-Old Sculptor Living in New York”, Radio Television of Swiss, Feb 2018

“Sculpture Show: Material Matters”, Artsy, July, 2017

“People in Cities from Jiannan Wu”, Eleftheria Vonaparti, Ovalme, March 15, 2017

“Gallery Exhibit Features Emerging Artists”, Michael Walsh, Courant Community: West Hartford, P3, January 19, 2017
“Dalian People in New York: Jiannan Wu Tells Stories of the City and People by his Sculptures”, Dalian Daily, Issue
25144, A0S, February 29, 2016

--Reposted by Cultural Dalian, Dalian Culture Eyes, and Dalian News

“Dalian Young Man Got Popular in New York by Sculptures of Different Beings in Subway”, Peninsula Morning News,
AO1, AO3, February, 16, 2016

--Reposted by Dalian News, Qingshang Sculpture, Northern Micro-Life, Shenyang City-Wide, Nanchang Metro, and
Tencent News

“Perfect Ending of Fantastic Art China: Sino-American Art Students Exhibition—Prize Presentation to Encourage Young
Artists in Both Country”, Art China, February 15, 2016

“Happy Chinese New Year: Fantatic Art China”, The China Press, B10, February 12, 2016

“Young Artist Built New York Subway at Home”, SinoVision, January 18, 2016

“Jiannan Wu Witness”, (t)here Magazine, Volume 15, 2015

“Work Selfie in Sculpture Collection”, China Academy of Art Press, 2014

“Pinwu”, China Academy of Art Press, 2013

TV INTERVIEW

Jiannan Wu: Creating Different Lives in His Relief , Personal Interview by New York Lounge Program at SinoVision, May
16, 2019, https://video.sinovision.net/?id=50204&cid=126

MetroCard turned into Relief: See How A Young Artist Re-sculpts the New York City, SinoVision, Nov 19, 2018,
http://video.sinovision.net/?id=47590&cid=0

--reposted by San Francisco Times

Jiannan Wu: Using His Hands Sculpting Lives in the New York Subway, Personal Interview by Chinese World Program
at Chinese Central Television (CCcTV), June 22; 2018,
http://people.cctv.com/2018/06/22/ARTIRPvbhONNrzZdLyrFN43G180622 shtm|

--reposted by ChinaNews

Young Artist Creates Different Lives in New York Subways, Personal Interview by HuaPlus, July 26, 2017,
http://wap huaplus.tv/look/20170802/475.html

Wu Jiannan: Finding Inspiration for Sculpture, SinoVision English Channel, January 26, 2016,
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